The  prospect  of  moving  to  another 
country  fills  most  people  with 
excitement  and  apprehension. 
Prospective  Immigrants  like 
yourselves  eagerly  embrace  the 
opportunities  for  personal  growth  and 
business  advancement  that  make 
such  a move  possible,  but  you  may 
be  unsure  of  how  to  get  through  the 
first  few  days  in  a new  country.  In 
this  issue  of  Alberta  Horizons,  you  will 
find  tips  on  what  to  do  before  coming 
to  Alberta  to  prepare  you  and  your 
family  for  the  challenges  that  lie 
ahead. 

Tip  #1: 

You  and  your  family  should  learn 
some  basic  English  prior  to  your 
departure  for  Alberta.  Although 
schools  and  government  institutions 
in  Alberta  offer  language  classes  for 
immigrants,  some  knowledge  of 
English  will  make  the  first  weeks  in 
Alberta  easier. 

Tip  #2: 


Familiarize  yourself  with  the  area  to 
which  you  are  moving.  Learn  as 
much  as  you  can  about  Alberta’s 
climate,  weather,  economy  and  public 
services  from  your  relatives,  friends 
or  business  contacts  that  are  living  in 
Alberta. 

If  you  don’t  know  anyone  who  can  tell 
you  about  daily  living  conditions  in 


Alberta,  write  to  Alberta  Immigration 
and  Settlement  Services  (see 
address  on  back)  and  ask  for  a copy 
of  the  booklet,  “Settling  in  Alberta”. 
This  helpful  guide  will  give  you 
pertinent  information  about  Alberta’s 
social  customs,  health  care  system, 
employment  practices,  housing 
options  and  educational  facilities. 

Tip  #3: 


Find  out  if  some  of  the  clubs  and 
societies  to  which  you  belong  in  your 
home  country  have  local  chapters  in 
Alberta.  Organizations  such  as  the 
Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Guides  or  the  Lions 
Club  are  international.  If  you  wish, 
you  will  be  able  to  continue  doing  in 
Canada  what  you  did  in  your  home 
country. 

Tip  #4: 


Make  yourself  aware  of  the  issues 
important  to  Albertans  by  reading 
Alberta’s  major  daily  newspapers, 
issues  that  will  also  affect  your  life  in 
Alberta.  Recent  copies  of  these 
papers  are  in  your  local  library,  or  in 
the  Canadian  Embassy  nearest  you. 

If  the  library  and  the  embassy  do  not 
carry  these  newspapers,  you  can 
subscribe  to  them  yourself. 
Remember,  the  more  you  know  about 
Alberta  the  easier  you  will  be  able  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  it 
offers! 


Tip  #5: 


Bring  all  school  and  medical  records 
with  you  when  you  come  to  Alberta. 
These  records  should  include  medical 
histories,  vaccination  certificates  and 
dental  charts  for  each  member  of 
your  family.  It’s  a good  idea  to  keep 
the  address  and  phone  number  of 
your  family  doctor  in  case  you  need 
to  know  something  not  listed  in  your 
files. 

Translate  your  documents  into 
English  and  have  them  notarized 
before  you  come  to  Canada. 

Although  Alberta’s  immigrant  aid 
societies  translate  documents  free  of 
charge,  the  waiting  list  is  long  and 
translations  can  take  four  to  eight 
weeks  to  complete. 
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Tip  #6: 

Contact  the  nearest  Canadian 
Embassy  to  find  out  what  you  can 
bring  into  Alberta  from  home. 

Personal  and  household  goods  such 
as  furniture,  appliances,  jewelry, 
books,  hobby  tools,  non-commercial 
motor  vehicles,  as  well  as  certain 
amounts  of  liquor  and  tobacco  can  be 
brought  into  Canada  free  of  duties. 
However,  you  may  need  to  pay  the 
Goods  and  Services  Tax  (GST)  on 
some  items.  Items  for  commercial 
use,  firearms,  pets,  plants,  fruits  and 
vegetables,  and  meat  products  are  all 
under  specific  restrictions.  Again, 
check  with  the  Canadian  Embassy  for 
details. 

If  you  plan  to  ship  goods  in  after  you 
arrive,  keep  a list  of  the  items  that  will 
come  and  be  sure  to  carefully 
describe  each  item.  Present  the 
original  list  and  one  copy  of  it  to  the 
Canada  Customs  Officer  upon  your 
arrival.  A copy  will  be  returned  to 
you,  together  with  your  declaration. 
Keep  both  these  documents,  you  will 
need  them  to  claim  the  goods  that 
arrive  later. 

Tip  #7: 


If  no  one  is  meeting  you  at  the  airport, 
it  is  a good  idea  to  book  temporary 
accommodations  for  your  family 
ahead  of  time  through  a travel  agent. 
In  Alberta,  you  have  the  option  of 
staying  either  at  a motel  or  a hotel. 
Motels  are  relatively  inexpensive  and 


generally  found  outside  the  city 
centre.  Hotels  are  usually  situated  in 
the  city  centre.  They  offer  more 
services  than  motels,  but  are  also 
more  costly. 

The  waiting  period  may  seem  like  a 
long  time,  but  the  moment  for  your 
departure  to  Canada  and  your  new 
home  in  Alberta  will  happen  quickly. 
Although  Alberta  has  international 
airports  in  the  two  cities  of  Edmonton 
and  Calgary,  many  international 
flights  into  Canada  arrive  at  other 
Canadian  airports  from  where  you 
can  make  connections  to  Alberta. 
When  you  step  off  the  plane  in 
Canada,  you  will  first  go  through 
customs.  The  Canadian  Customs 
Official  will  ask  you  the  purpose  of 
your  trip  to  Canada.  Tell  them  that 
you  are  immigrating  to  Canada  and 
you  will  be  directed  to  a Canadian 
Immigration  Officer.  Make  sure  to 
have  your  passport  and  visa  handy. 
The  Officer  will  complete  your  visa, 
explain  its  terms  and  conditions,  and 
then  ask  you  to  sign  it. 

Tip  # 8s 


When  you  arrive  in  Alberta,  you  will 
have  to  fill  out  application  forms  for  a 
Social  Insurance  Number  (SIN)  and 
for  an  Alberta  Health  Care  Insurance 
Plan.  You  have  three  months  from  the 
date  of  your  arrival  to  apply  for  your 
SIN  and  register  with  the  Alberta 
Health  Care  Insurance  Plan,  but 
ideally  you  should  do  this  as  soon  as 
possible.  A SIN  is  required  for  income 


tax  purposes  and  to  receive  benefits 
in  Alberta,  while  the  Alberta  Health 
Care  Insurance  Plan  pays  for  medical 
costs  such  as  treatment  provided  by 
family  doctors  and  specialist 
physicians  in  their  offices  or  hospitals. 

If  you  have  made  no  accommodation 
arrangements,  locate  the  information 
desk  in  the  airport  to  get  the 
telephone  numbers  of  the  nearest 
hotels/motels.  They  can  also  direct 
you  on  how  to  get  money  exchanged 
and  to  obtain  public  transportation. 

During  the  first  few  weeks  of  your 
stay  in  Alberta,  find  permanent 
accommodations  and  get  acquainted 
with  the  area  in  which  you  will  live.  If 
you  have  questions  or  problems,  or 
would  like  more  information  about  the 
services  offered  in  Alberta,  you  can 
contact  a number  of  different 
organizations  for  help.  Make  a list 
that  includes  these  organizations:  a 
travel  agency;  an  ethnic  society;  a 
volunteer  immigrant  aid  organization; 
or  Alberta  Immigration  and 
Settlement.  To  one  extent  or  another, 
each  of  these  places  can  provide 
orientations  to  life  in  Alberta, 
interpretation  services,  general 
counselling,  and  help  in  finding 
accommodation  and  employment. 

Let’s  say  you  have  settled  down  and 
you  are  ready  to  get  down  to  work. 
What  then?  In  the  next  issue  of 
Alberta  Horizons,  we  will  offer  you 
some  ideas  on  how  to  set  up  your 
own  business  in  Alberta. 
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We  Mean 
Business. 


■ Are  you  looking  for  investment  opportunities  in  Canada? 

■ Are  you  interested  in  establishing  a home  in  Canada? 

■ Do  you  need  help  in  identifying  business  or  investment 
opportunities? 

During  your  next  visit  to  Canada,  consider  the  Province  of  Alberta  in 
your  business  or  investment  plans.  The  government  of  Alberta  offers 
free  Immigration  and  Investment  Seminars  to  answer  your  questions 
about  immigrating  to  Canada  and  business  opportunities  in  Alberta. 
Call  today.  Registration  is  limited. 


Dates: 

Edmonton  1 992  September  2,  October  7,  November  4, 
December  2 


Calgary  1992 


September  16,  October  21,  November  18, 
December  23 


Interpretation  services  in  Mandarin  and  Cantonese  will  be  available  during 
the  seminars. 


For  more  information  or  to  pre-register  telephone: 


Hong  Kong 
(852) 5284729 

Edmonton 
(403)  427-0537  or 
fax  (403)  422-0126 


Liberia 

GOVERNMENT  OF  ALBERTA 


Further  Information 


If  you  are  planning  to  visit  Alberta,  or 
would  like  more  information  about  the 
business  immigration  program, 
please  contact  our  staff  at  the 
following  locations: 

In  Edmonton: 

Ms.  Viviane  Hanson  or 

Mr.  Vic  Hartfield 

Immigration  and  Settlement 

Alberta  Career  Development  and 

Employment 

1 1th  Floor,  CityCentre 

10155  - 102  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  4L5 

Telephone:  (403)  427-0537 

Telex:  063670848 

Facsimile:  (403)  422-0126 

In  Calgary: 

Mr.  Tony  Pugh 
Immigration  and  Settlement 
Alberta  Career  Development  and 
Employment 

8th  Floor,  855  - 8 Avenue,  S.W. 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2P  3P1 
Telephone:  (403)  297-6612 
Facsimile:  (403)  297-5183 

In  London,  England: 

Mr.  Geoff  Davey 

Alberta  House,  1 Mount  Street 

London,  England  W1Y  5AA 

Telephone:  (071)  491-3430 

Tele  51-23461 

Facs,  e:  (071)  629-2296 


In  Hong  Kong: 

Mr.  Geoff  Anderson 
Government  of  Alberta 
Rooms  1003-4,  Tower  II 
Admiralty  Centre,  19  Harcourt  Road 
Central,  Hong  Kong 
Telephone:  (852)  5284729 
Telex:  802-61961 
Facsimile:  (852)  5298115 


Alberta  In  The  World 


Distances  between  Alberta  and  major 
cities  of  the  world  (in  kilometres) 


Places  in  Alberta 


